
Connecticut Department of Transportation

State Project No. 078-092
Federal-Aid Project Nos. 0032(195) PE

Rehabilitation of Bridge Nos. 01708/03374 – Route 2 EB/WB over West Road
Town of Marlborough

May 22, 2019 at 7:00 PM
Marlborough Town Hall

26 North Main St. Marlborough, Connecticut
Minutes of Public Informational Meeting

Present:
Ryan D. Martin – CTDOT CLE Design
Andrew Cardinali – CTDOT CLE Design
Mark Elliott – CTDOT District 2 Construction
Eileen Ego – CTDOT District 2 Construction
Amy Traversa – Town of Marlborough Selectwoman
Dionys Quezada – CME Associates
Anand Seshadri – CME Associates

Public attendees: 
Robert W. Turner – Resident
Paula Weber – Resident
Joseph Weber – Resident 
John Planeta – Resident
Zina Planeta – Resident
Pat Lindsay – Resident
Bruno Passacantando – Resident
Susan Klein – Resident
Fred Klein – Resident
Steve Tourtillotte – Resident

Presentation:
Mr. Martin opened the meeting with a brief introduction of the Department of Transportation 
(Department) and the Consultant Liaison Engineer, CME Associates (CME) personnel.  Mr. 
Martin then stated the role of the Department and the role of CME as liaison engineers and 
continued with an introduction of the subject project and its goals.  Mr. Martin stated that the 
purpose of this Public Information Meeting is to present the proposed design and discuss any 
questions, comments, or concerns that the public or Town officials may have. 

Mr. Quezada continued with the technical portion of the presentation.  Mr. Quezada explained 
the bridges’ current deficiencies, proposed rehabilitation measures, proposed scheme to 
maintain and protect traffic during construction, funding source for the project, project schedule, 
and the anticipated utility, rights-of-way, and environmental impacts.
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Public Comments and Questions:
Comments included:

 A resident asked:

o Has the Department considered temporarily relocating the bus stop across North 
Main Street?  A bus already stops there daily and it wouldn’t be difficult for 
pedestrians to cross the street to get there.  Also, please make sure that the 
traffic signals are programmed together to avoid large queues.  Drivers on North 
Main Street may need a “No turn on red” to avoid back-ups on West Road.

Response: The Department stated that they had considered several options for the 
temporary bus stop location.  There are multiple bus routes in this area and not all of 
them travel eastbound on North Main Street.  But the Department would relook at the 
feasibility of temporarily relocating the bus stop across North Main Street.  CT Transit 
has approved the proposal that was presented, which involves the bus entering and 
exiting the Southeast commuter lot.  The Department also stated that they would take 
the resident’s comments about traffic signaling and queueing into consideration.

 A resident asked:

o What is the duration of the entire project? 

Response: The Department stated that work is anticipated from beginning of April to end 
of November 2021, requiring a full construction season and work would be done on both 
bridges simultaneously.

 A resident commented:

o Will the one-way alternating traffic on West Road be present only during the 
daytime, and will any construction happen at night time?

Response: The Department stated that the one-way alternating traffic on West Road will 
be in place day and night for the entire duration of the construction season.  Work on 
West Road is anticipated to be performed only during daytime hours.  Work on Route 2 
EB/WB to replace asphaltic plug deck joints will occur during off-peak hours which could 
be nighttime.  The off-peak hours will be determined based on traffic counts/patterns on 
Route 2 to minimize impacts to the travelling public.

 A resident commented:

o Will lowering of the roadway affect the drainage?

Response: The Department stated that drainage will not be impacted with the lowering 
of the roadway since the low point was being maintained. The lowered roadway will 
require replacing/resetting of the catch basin tops.
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 A resident commented:

o Will the steel be painted and if so what will be the limits of painting? Residents 
are not pleased with the appearance of the bridge and consider it to be an 
eyesore, and since there is work being proposed for the entire duration of the 
construction season, the Department should address the appearance of the 
bridges with full painting. The bridges are considered to be a gateway to 
Marlborough and aesthetics are very important for the community.  Painting only 
the beam ends is not acceptable and the bridges should be painted in their 
entirety.

Response: The Department stated that steel repairs are primarily required only at the 
beam ends of all three spans. All the repaired steel areas at the beam ends and some 
additional (to be determined) length from the repaired beam ends will be cleaned and 
painted. The Department understands the aesthetic concerns of the residents, but the 
rehabilitation has currently been programed to address only the structural deficiencies of 
the bridge and paint condition is not considered to impact safety. A full painting has not 
currently been programmed since it will add significantly to the project costs at a time 
where the state resources are limited. 

 A resident commented:

o If construction is occurring in 2021, consider rehabilitating the entire bridge to a 
condition where fixing the bridge again in 10-15 years can be avoided.

Response: The Department stated the proposed bridge rehabilitation will extend the 
service life of the bridge for approximately 25 years.

 A resident commented:

o Was this project discussed previously with the Town?

Response: The Department stated that a Town Roads Meeting was held with Town 
officials on April 10, 2019 to discuss this project.

 A resident commented:

o Where will any of the waste products from construction be placed.

Response: The Department stated the contractor will be responsible for transporting all 
the waste products to CTDOT approved designated areas.
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 Amy Traversa, the Selectwoman of Marlborough commented:

o Full painting of the bridge is very important to the Town.  Can the Town’s request 
be brought up to the upper Management of CTDOT to include a full painting of 
the bridge steel?

Response: The Department stated they understand the importance of aesthetics.  The 
Department stated that they would bring the Town’s concerns to the upper Management 
of CTDOT and follow up with the Town.
 

 A resident commented:

o Will there be additional Public Information Meetings?

Response: The Department stated that there will not be any additional Public Information 
Meetings.  The Department will continue to coordinate with the Town through the course 
of design and copies of major milestone submissions will be provided to the town for 
their review.  

Adjournment:
At the conclusion of the meeting, all in attendance agreed that the bridge repairs are necessary.  
Several attendees again voiced their concerns that the bridges should be fully painted instead of 
only painting beam ends.

The recommended plan provides a design for correcting the structural deficiencies of the 
existing bridge while minimizing the need for future maintenance.  Accordingly, the Department 
intends to seek design approval for the proposed plan.  The Department will continue to keep 
the Town informed of any changes that may occur as the design is being completed and will 
notify the Town as the project transitions into the construction phase.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.


