
Charter Revision Commission Volunteers Needed 

January 7, 2013 – Marlborough is one of 109 Connecticut towns governed by a Town Charter.  

Marlborough’s current charter has been in effect since 1985. It generally has served the Town 

well, but it is beginning to show its age.  State law allows revisions to be made to town charters 

as often as desired.  Some towns include a provision mandating a periodic review, but 

Marlborough’s does not have such a provision. The last review concluded in 2002 with the 

resulting recommendations rejected by voters. 

It is time to try again. Interest has been expressed in examining the charter. The most frequently 

mentioned are adopting the annual budget by referendum vote rather than by a Town Meeting, 

increasing the number of selectmen, and updating provisions for financing and bonding.  Once a 

Charter Revision Commission is appointed, it can review the entire charter and recommend any 

number of changes across the full spectrum of town government. 

The revision process, as detailed in the Connecticut General Statues, is straightforward. It begins 

with the appointment of a Charter Revision Commission by the Board of Selectmen. This 

Commission may consist of 5 to 15 members, with not more than one third of them holding local 

public office, and a bare majority of members of one political party.  Any elector of the Town 

may serve and a representative group consisting of unaffiliated voters, Democrats and 

Republicans is desired.   

The Commission would meet according to a schedule it determines, most likely twice monthly, 

over a period of up to 16 months.  The actual number of meetings will be determined by the 

extent of the charter study.  

There is a great deal of material relating to the process that the Commission can draw upon, 

including the applicable State Statues, guidance documents from the Connecticut Council of 

Municipalities, and any number of charters from other towns. In addition, the Town would 

contract for consultant services to provide guidance. 

If you have an interest in serving on the Commission, please email First Selectman Catherine 

Gaudinski at firstselectman@marlboroughct.net, write to the First Selectman’s office at P.O. Box 

29, 26 North Main Street in Marlborough, or call 860-295-6204. This effort can only succeed if 

citizens are found who are willing to serve. The task is challenging, and will require an 

investment in time, not only for the meetings and hearings, but also for the background research 

and study. 

The Town Charter is Marlborough’s “Constitution” and all aspects of town government flow 

from its provisions.  As such, it is important that any revision be thorough, well reasoned and the 

result of full and fair consideration of all views.  This will only happen if citizens step forward to 

participate. 


